BRANCH CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – 14 October 2002

Deer farming has been very good to us over the 22 years we have been farming them and we have confidence in the animal and products. But there are some challenges ahead.

Industry prospects:
Price:

We have all enjoyed very good market conditions over the last 3 years. The high prices last year were caused by factors outside our industry (BSE , foot and mouth etc), resulting in huge demand for “ safe” game meats. That has all passed now, with Europe awash with very cheap Argentinean beef. Unfortunately many German importers of our venison have taken a loss on the product they have purchased – therefore they are very cautious regarding the future.

The good news is that the retail price has not collapsed, but hopefully at lower prices more product will be sold. However, we are in for difficult trading for some time.

Many people did cash in on the high prices of last year, with a very high kill over the spring period.  

I look back in my diary to 26 February and see that people were paying over $6 / kg live for weaners at the clearing sales in the Howard Valley.  Expectations were clearly too high – see Owen Grooby’s Market Report for current prices.

 Animal Health and Welfare: 

These issues have a far greater capacity to affect our price than product supply and demand. If we had a major outbreak of CWD – we would not have an industry anymore. Other countries would not accept our product.

I encourage people to read the article on CWD in the newsletter – and if you can help with supplying animals to test please call your vet or the number supplied.

The National velvet Standards body is tightening up on compliance with the regulations. It was a smart move by the deer industry to set in place the velvetting QA programme, particularly when in countries like Britain velveting is not permitted.

Our QA system is sound and we should all support it – we do not have the right to velvet deer – compliance with the QA protocol allows us to continue.

Industry restructuring:

The change from the NZDFA Council to four person Executive, Appointment of producer Executive and formation of Deer Industry New Zealand ( DINZ) is now in place.

It is great to have someone like Tony Pearse appointed as producer Executive. 

Peter has a lot of industry knowledge, a strong scientific background and is a real worker. I certainly could not suggest a better person for the job.

His role is helping Branches with activities, promotion of industry initiatives and providing feedback to DINZ. Do not hesitate to contact Tony Pearse on Phone ……… He is very approachable.
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So I think the changes will be good as it will bring the old NZDFA and / GIB closer together as DINZ.

At least we have all the industry players around the one table.

My major concern for the future, is where or not DINZ has the desire and capability to provide both effective marketing initiatives and exercise some control over individual industry operators, for the benefit of everyone. 

As you local Chairman, I will do everything I can to raise these issues.

It would also be great to have some new faces involved with the local committee.

Please do not hesitate to give me a call with any concerns or suggestions.

I look forward to catching up with you at Warwick Gregory’s place next Tuesday 22 October at  4 / 4 30 pm.

Kind regards – and good velvetting -   Simon Vincent ( Phone 541 9006)










Phone


Fax

Simon Vincent (Chairman)



541 9006

Andrew Conway (Vice-Chairman)


541 8775

541 8757

Ivor Hawker





543 3857

543 3837

Jenny Walker (Secretary/Treasurer)


544 5896

544 5896

Errol Shirtliff





526 8724

Mark Chisnall





522 4254

522 4254

Trevor Norriss





526 8859

526 8809

Gordon Hope





541 8163

541 8163

Owen Grooby





526 8885

526 8882

Brian Charlett





544 9332

Norm Parkes





541 8227

Warwick Gregory




544 2826

John McDonald




541 8400

541 8408

DATES TO REMEMBER

Open Day at Warwick Gregory’s

Malling Rd, RD 1 Richmond

Tuesday 22 October 4.00 p.m.

BYO  drinks, salad, bread –(meat supplied).

(After 34 years of deer farming Warwick is retiring.  This is your

last chance to visit his farm, view his deer and hear a few

quiet words of wisdom.)

EVERYONE WELCOME
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LIVE SALES

Very few live sales – with buyers being very cautious.

R.I. Stages $2.70 to $3.00 kg Live Weight

R.I. Hinds $2.30 to $2.70 kg Live Weight

Cull for Age Hinds $350.00 to $385.00

Good Commercial Red Hind $400.00 to $475.00

Velvet Stags   R2  $375.00 to $500.00

M/Age Stags  $550.00 to $850.00

VENISON

The European Market is flatter than it has been for many years. With very little demand for chilled or frozen product.

Schedule is likely to drop 10c to 25c a week.  Expect a $5.00 schedule by

Mid December.

Bottoming out February around $4.50 kg.

VELVET

Market place looks sound at this stage.

Prices similar to last season should be achievable.

Owen Grooby
RESULTS

NELSON BRANCH, NEW ZEALAND DEER FARMERS ASSN.

HIND COMPETITION – JULY 2002

Judges:  Stuart Robertson, Rangiora

               Euan Dickson, Wairau Valley

Red Weaners








Points
1st
N.E. Parkes & Sons 






  86.0

2nd       S. Vincent/C. Parkes






  85.5

3rd       B. Charlett







  85.0

Cup presented to N.E. Parkes & Sons

Red 18 months
1st
S. Vincent/C. Parkes






  89.5

2nd
N.E. Parkes & Sons






  86.5

3rd`
I. Hawker







  86.0

Cup presented to S. Vincent & C. Parkes

Hybrid 18 months

1st
M. Waring







  88.0

2nd
I. Hawker







  86.5

Cup – Best Overall Pen of Hybrids – M. Waring

Hybrid Weaners
1st
I. Hawker







  87.5

2nd
A. Morton







  85.0

3rd
R. Brooks







  84.5

Elk/Wapiti Weaners

1st
A. Morton







  89.0

Wapiti/Elk Trophy (Kindly donated by CRT 2002)

(Best Pen Wapiti Overall)

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE (CWD)

OF DEER AND ELK

Information for veterinarians and farmers

The following information has recently been supplied by MAF and is an excellent summary of the issue and what we need to do to increase surveillance and sampling so that our statements that we are CWD free carry more weight:

For New Zealand to be able to export deer products, we rely on our ability to prove to the rest of the world that we do not have chronic wasting disease (CWD), a serious disease of deer and elk, and that we would be able to detect it if it occurred here.

Early detection of CWD, if it occurred in New Zealand, would be essential for eradication to be successful.

CWD was first observed in the 1960s but until 1997 appeared to be restricted to a rather limited area in the western United States.  However, it has subsequently been found in free-ranging and/or farmed cervids in Nebraska, Wisconsin, Montana, South Dakota, Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and the Canadian provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta.  CWD has also been detected in South Korea in an elk imported from Canada.

Farmers and veterinarians are usually the first people to notice when an animal becomes sick and they play an essential role in New Zealand’s exotic animal disease surveillance.

It is vitally important to be aware of the signs of CWD and immediately report any suspected case to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry’s Exotic Disease and Pests Diseases Hotline on 0800 80 99 66.
What to look for:  CWD is one of a group of brain wasting diseases called

Transmissible spongiform encephalopathies  (TSEs).

Unlike BSE (bovine spongiform encephalopathy or “mad cow disease”), CWD can be transmitted from animal to animal and can spread through a herd.  There is also a risk of spreading TSEs through feeding ruminant protein to ruminants.  This practice is banned in New Zealand and many other countries.

CWD is characterised by a loss of body condition and changes in behaviour in

affected deer or elk.

Animals may become anti-social and difficult to handle.  They may show repetitive behaviours such as pacing, sleepiness or depression, or may carry their head and ears lowered.

In later stages many animals drink and urinate excessively, lose their co-ordination, drool and slobber profusely and have difficulty swallowing.  Death is inevitable.

However, sometimes signs are not so obvious and it is not uncommon to see cases of older animals in excellent condition losing weight quite suddenly, not responding to treatment, and dying from pneumonia caused by inhaling food or cud.

Most cases of CWD are in animals three to seven years old, although the disease has been seen in animals as young as 17 months and as old as 15 years.  The length of time the animals are sick may vary from a few days to a year, with most surviving for only a few months.  Occasionally sudden death may occur.

Diagnosis of CWD
A definite diagnosis can only be obtained from samples sent to a veterinary diagnostic laboratory.  There is no reliable blood test, and diagnosis requires samples of brain, which can only be taken from a dead animal.

If a veterinarian is unable to confirm that signs are due to another cause, then the animal should be euthanased and brain samples taken to ensure that the disease is not CWD.  MAF pays for laboratory testing in these cases.

REMEMBER

· All TSEs are notifiable under the Biosecurity Act 1993.  Any person

suspecting a TSE in an animal in New Zealand must notify MAF.  The


Biosecurity Act 1993 provides for very heavy penalties (up to $200,000 and


up to 5 years prison) for failure to notify.

· The possibility of CWD should be considered in deer of any species or elk


that show signs of wasting, nervous disease of acute pneumonia.

· If you suspect CWD, contact the MAF exotic pest and disease hotline


0800 80 9966 immediately.

· Feeding of ruminant protein, such as meat and bone meal, to ruminants

· (including deer) is banned.  There are heavy penalties for non-compliance.
