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1. From the Chairman’s Pen
Anyone seen that wonderful ground heater (the sun) during September and October.  No.  I didn’t think  so.  The grass is just starting to grow and in two weeks we’ll most likely get the first fawns on the ground.  Not bad being a deer farmer when spring decides to coincide the main growth cycle with the requirements of the hinds.  Just wish we could get the baleage in the wrap before all this fawning stuff happens.

On the political front, DINZ is making steady progress.  A couple of weeks ago we had the first Branch Chairman’s meeting in Wellington.  We had a very productive meeting, with visits and presentations from the Animal Heath Board and the DINZ folks about the situation around venison and velvet.

We all know about the venison schedule.  But some of the high-jinks in Germany are a worry.  Our schedule is being dragged down by this, and a huge kill for September.  The numbers killed in September were an all time record, some 68,000 animals compared with around 39,000 in 2001.  It seems that for the most part our exporters are having trouble placing the production, and killing space remains tight and in some cases is being cut back to protect the processors until the market demand picks up.

One of the main topics for discussion going forward will be, “How do we soften the highs and lows of the venison schedule?”.  Our finishers are going to struggle to make nothing this year.  The spill over in optimism at the start of the year means that in some cases farmers may well end up with stock for twelve months or more and end up with little if any profit.  I don’t think it’s just our industry that suffers with an eternal feast of optimism but I wonder if a little more research could have highlighted some of the market conditions in Germany a little earlier and we could have seen more clearly the writing on the wall for the schedule this year.

Although, to be fair, we saw and heard from the visit to Andrew Bendall’s operation that large finishers were staying clear of deer in favour of lambs because of the inflated store prices.  Many of our Branch Chairman spoke about the relative lack of volatility in the lamb schedule and therefore if we could do the same in our industry we would have a more stable environment.  Stable perhaps, but better, I doubt.

All is not doom and gloom.  These are a continuation of some growing pains and a return to the median prices experienced over ten years.  It’s true over ten years we average $5.95 a kilo for the chilled season.  It’s just hard to take when we got too much last year.

I’ll be doing a bit of traveling to other branches over the next couple of months.  Christmas is just 8 weeks away and we have parties to attend velvet competitions to enjoy.  As a branch please support your velvet competitions, there are classes for everyone.  If you aren’t in, you can’t compete.  See you at the branch functions…

2. Branch Meeting & Travel Presentations

This was a most successful evening and there was an extremely good turn out for the presentations.  Tony Pearse, Producer Executive and Errol Croad, NZDFA Chairman, also attended the meeting and stayed on afterwards giving everyone a chance to catch up with them.

Tony Bayliss and Neil Cameron’s presentations were excellent and well received.  A selection of their photos were scanned into a laptop and projected onto a wall which gave everyone the opportunity to see, and hear about the exotic locations they had visited.  The smoked trout caught on Lake Taupo on our Rangipo Prison Farm visit also went down very well!!

3. Environmental Field Day

Thursday November 14th.  Meeting at Jim Reynolds at 1pm.

Please note the above date, changed from the last notice.  Final change I promise!  Jim & Lois Reynolds have a beautiful sheep, beef and cropping property in the Taratahi and have been planting trees for shade, shelter and just for the sake of planting, for many years.  Jim has a wealth of experience and knowledge which, combined with his excellent farming skills, will make this an interesting visit.  The Reynolds’ property is on Bristol Road.  There will be Wrightson signage on SH2, at the East Taratahi turn-off, to direct you to the property.

We are aiming to be at Simon & Jim Campbell’s at around 3pm for the second part of the visit.  Here the farm which is deer, as well as sheep and beef, has again been progressively planted over many years and much emphasis has been put on the “watery” aspects of the farm.  Riparian planting (along streams and rivers) and fencing off wetter areas and creating wetlands have been some of the main features.

Both of these farms were category winners at the recent Balance Agri Nutrients Environmental Awards and the Campbell’s property won the supreme award.

The Branch will be putting on some refreshments at the Campbell’s at the conclusion of the field day.

4. Branch Day – Christmas Event


This will be on Saturday, December 14th and while it will follow the usual format, it should be a more relaxed day – we are concluding with a “Bring a Plate & Bottle” BBQ rather than a formal dinner.  Full details are on the entry form for the velvet competition, which is attached to the back of this newsletter. PLEASE can you give me a call and let me know if you are planning on coming, and how many of you, so that we can ensure that we have enough plates, etc.  Note that the day is basically completely FREE, although we will be happy to take your money for the raffle!
 

5. Upcoming Events

The National Two Year Velvet Competition and Branch Challenge will again be hosted by the Wairarapa Branch on Saturday, February 8th, 2003.  This year in an effort to bolster entries we are offering a scoring and recording service for all heads entered in the competition.  It is also being held shortly after a big two year old competition in the lower South Island and heads from that competition will be sent up.  More details nearer the time.

The Branch Day sees the conclusion of activities for the branch for 2002 and, at the next meeting on November 8th, we will be discussing ideas for next year’s calendar.  Please come along if you have any ideas, or give us a call if you can’t make the meeting and have some suggestions.

6. For Sale & Lease

· Chocolate Labrador pups for sale.  From good natured working parents, full pedigrees.  Will be ready just before Christmas .  Call Andrew or Rachael on 06 370 1051.

· Brent & Anna Anderson have around 300 second-hand deer posts for sale – they are a mixture of 2.7m No1 and No 2 rounds and have been pulled out of an orchard.  Their property is about 5 minutes out of Masterton and they are easy to get to.  For enquiries and to discuss prices please call either Anna or Brent on 06 370 2083.

· Pat Cummins of Greytown is looking for some lease land to move his hinds onto.  If anyone in the Wairarapa has some deer fenced land they would like to lease, or alternatively he would consider share farming, then please contact him on 06 304 9608.

7. Comment from your Committee
by Neil Cameron

An Insight into Deer Farming in Western Australia

To put our local deer farming scene into perspective, a few observations on the western Australian situation are pertinent.

Deer farming commenced in WA about 15 years ago with the importation of stock from New Zealand.  However, the industry has struggled to climb above ‘hobby’ status, mainly due to a lack of access to suitable processing facilities.  To date, all animals have been transported across the nation to Victoria to slaughter facilities – this involves a 44 hour road trip at a cost of A$10,000 per unit load of 140 deer (approx A$72.00/head).  With meat schedule prices are around A$3.00 per kilo, this leaves farmers with a challengingly small margin.  Velvet prices are similar to New Zealand levels and have obviously played a major part in the economics of WA deer farming.

However, there is a positive light at the end of the tunnel – a game processing plant is due to be opened in South WA which will handle feral camels, goats and rabbits as well as deer.  This will provide significant assistance to deer farming profitability.

Generally, livestock farming in WA has the huge in-built advantage of being totally free of TB, Johnes Disease, Foot & Mouth and Brucellosis.  These facts greatly assist in the development of the lucrative Middle Eastern live animal trade – which covers all types of livestock.

Interested in deer farming in WA, despite the above and the on-going drought?  Deer farms can currently be purchased at between A$5,000 and A$12,000 per acre for a “ready to run” deer farm, or for about A$2,000 you can purchase bare land.  The choice is yours!

8. Venison Recipes

Next time you end up with some venison in the freezer, or you’re keen to try a new recipe, check out www.nzvenison.com.

The recipe section includes over a hundred recipes which are categorised by various criteria.  Use the search tools to find recipes best suited to a particular cuisine or particular cut.  There are quick and simple recipes for an easy to knock-up supper, or more complicated ones for those with a bit more time and greater cooking skills!

9. Humour

A big-city California lawyer went duck hunting in rural Iowa. He shot and dropped a bird, but it fell into a farmer's field on the other side of a fence. As the lawyer climbed over the fence, an elderly farmer drove up on his tractor and asked him what he was doing.

The attorney responded, "I shot a duck and it fell in this field, and now I'm going into retrieve it." The old farmer replied, "This is my property, and you are not coming over here."

The indignant lawyer said, "I am one of the best trial attorneys in the US and, if you don't let me get that duck, I'll sue you and take everything you own."

The old farmer smiled and said, "Apparently, you don't know how we do things in Iowa. We settle small disagreements like this with the Iowa Three-Kick Rule."

The lawyer asked, "What is this three-kick Rule?"

The farmer replied, "Well, first I kick you three times and then you kick me three times, and so on, back and forth, until someone gives up."

The attorney quickly thought about the proposed contest and decided that he could easily take the old codger. He agreed to abide by the local custom.  The old farmer slowly climbed down from the tractor and walked up to the city feller. His first kick planted the toe of his heavy work boot into the lawyer's groin and dropped him to his knees. His second kick nearly wiped the man's nose off his face. The barrister was flat on his belly when the farmer's third kick to a kidney nearly caused him to give up.  The lawyer summoned every bit of his will and managed to get to his feet and said, "Okay, you old coot, now it's my turn."

The old farmer smiled and said, "Naw, I give up. You can have the duck".

10. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday, November 8th, 2003 at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone, 7.30pm.  All welcome.
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Wairarapa Branch Day – Saturday, December 14, 2002

This year’s event, while still incorporating all the usual events, will be a less formal, more family orientated day.  At the conclusion of the Velvet Competition viewing and Stag Walk, the dinner has been replaced by a Branch BBQ, kindly hosted by Mike & Ann Allen.  We have a few items to raffle, and we also have permission to show the new video “The Last Great Adventure”, copies of which will also be raffled.

Wairarapa Branch Velvet Competition 

From 2.30pm to 3.00pm there will be a chance for viewing the velvet entered into the Wairarapa Branch Velvet Competition at Wrightson Store, Masterton.  Please note that entry is restricted to financial members of the Wairarapa Branch of the NZDFA only.

Thank you to our sponsors who make this competition possible:

· Alexanders Deer Park

· Dave Anderson Motorcycle & Marine

· Sharpes Stock Feeds

· South Wairarapa Veterinary Services

· Wrightson, Masterton

Stag Walk

West Bush Deer Stud, West Bush Road, Masterton, 3.15pm.

Alan Griffin

Rodway Park, Bristol Road, Masterton at approx 4.15pm.

Andrew & Rachael Mitchell

BBQ

Mike & Ann Allen, Buchanan Road, off Te Kopi Road, Gladstone 

This is the venue for drinks and the BBQ which will start at around 5pm.  Please bring a plate and a bottle, although there will be wine and beer available at cost.

Prizes for the velvet competition and a fundraising raffle will be a part of the evening.

For any further information, please contact Rachael Mitchell on 06 370 1051 or 025 227 5017. Registrations for the velvet competition need to be received by Friday, December 6th.

Velvet Competition Entry Form

Below are listed the velvet classes for the Wairarapa Branch Velvet Competition, please list each velvet entry separately making sure to assign it to the correct class.  Entry fee is $10.00 per animal per class entered, with the exception of class 4 which is $10 total for the three heads.

1. “South Wairarapa Veterinary Services” Stud class, for any stud stag.

2. “Alexander’s Stud” Commercial Red Stag: for any velvetter from a commercial velvet herd, not in use as, or previously used as, a sire.

3. “Dave Anderson Motorcycle & Marine” Wapiti Stag: for any wapiti stag.

4. “Sharpes Grain & Seeds” Best Three Commercial Heads:  best three heads from a commercial farmer (if a head is entered in class 2 it may also be used in this class).

5. “Wrightson” Hard Antler Class: for hard antler from any stag.

	Class
	Stag Name
	GIB No on tags
	Owners Name & Address

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


I enclose my cheque for $________________ for _____ entries into the velvet competition, made payable to the Wairarapa Deer Farmers’ Association.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Velvet Competition Rules:

1 All heads entered must be cut from stags currently owned by deer farmers who are current financial members of the Wairarapa branch of the NZDFA.

2 All velvet and hard antler  must be cut from NZ born animals and be from the current season (i.e. after December 1, 1999).  (This includes imported bloodlines born in NZ).

3 All judging will be to GIB standards and the judges decision is final, any damaged velvet will be downgraded  accordingly.  For class 4 the winner will be the owner of the three heads with the highest aggregate score.

4 Hard antler will be judged on the current SCI scoring system, plus weight.

5 All entries are at owner’ risk, although every care will be taken with the velvet.

6 All entries must have the GIB identification on each piece of velvet and match the information on the entry form supplied with it.  Any velvet without GIB tags will be declared invalid.

7 Entrants to have their velvet lodged with the Wrightson Velvet Pool no later than Wednesday, November 29, 2000, clearly marked as being for the Wairarapa Branch Velvet Competition.

8 Supply clear instructions as to whether the velvet is to be returned or put into the pool.

Please post your completed entry form, along with cheque to:

Rachael Mitchell, Rodway Park, RD7, Masterton.

Entry form and payment to be received no later than Tuesday, December 10, 2000.  Velvet and Hard Antler to be lodged with Wrightson Masterton no later than Wednesday, December 10, 2000.
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