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What’s in the News this Issue:-

1. From the Chairman’s Pen

2. Two Year Velvet Competition

3. Events for 2003

4. Meeting Dates for 2003

5. Date of next meeting

1. From the Chairman’s Pen

Looking back on past newsletters, I’ve seen fit from time to time to comment on the weather.  I really don’t want to talk about it, but it needs a quick look.  The Taratahi is getting very dry, not nearly as bad as 1998 yet, but with our last poor spring, most farmers are now facing significant feed shortages.  Very hard to flush the hinds.

For those closer to the coast it seems you are having a better time of it. Driving around the other day it gets greener as you get closer to the coast.  Unconfirmed reports suggest that the coastal side of Wainouioru have had over 9 inches of rain since Christmas. Wow.  The rest of us will have to wait until rain in April.

Weaner prices are going to be the topic of the moment.  Indications aren’t too good.  An average of around the $1.90 kg are looking about right.  Good heavy stags will always make a premium, but at $150 an animal, things are along way from where we were not long ago.  Those that went to the Richmond’s shed meetings heard what they have been and are doing to rectify the industry for the long term.  But the short of it seems we will be earning below average returns for a year or two.

With the Easter break fast approaching I hope the families get some time to enjoy it, be safe and we’ll hopefully catch up with you all at some of the upcoming events.  If there is nothing that takes your fancy, come to the AGM and speak your minds or give one of the committee a call with your ideas and we’ll see what we can do.

2. National Two Year Velvet Competition

We finally ended up with 12 Red Two Year entries, two Wapiti Two Year entries and five Branch Challenges – in which we came third with two heads from West Bush Deer Stud.

This year we offered over $700 in prizes and with the number of entries, and the sponsorship, the whole event ran at a loss of only just over $30.00.  Next year we will be offering a Two Year Hard Antler Class and hoping to make some money as well.  The velvet entered in the competition this year was of exceptional quality, possibly some industry greats in the making?

3. Events for 2003

Below is the schedule of events that your committee are organising for you this year – 

PLEASE support us!

· April 14th – 16th (Monday – Wednesday) – RWDPP Visit to Wairarapa Branch
Members of the RWDPP have asked to visit our branch and we have organised three days of farm visits and wine tasting, along with evenings out to entertain them.  There will be between 15 and 25 of them on the trip and it will be a great opportunity to get to know some of our “neighbouring” deer farmers.


Monday, April 14th – wine tasting at Te Kairanga, Murdoch James, Palliser Bay and The Martinborough Wine & Cheese Shop, departing Masterton at 1pm.  Please let me know ASAP if you would like to go, it would be good to have local members as well.  Dinner at Slow Food Café, most of the committee will be going to this dinner, but we would love to see you as well.


Tuesday, April 15th –Farm visit to Te Parae – see below.


Wednesday, April 16th – Farm visit to Tony Bayliss, Gladstone, Lunch at West Bush Deer Stud and then a farm visit to Neil Cameron, Mauriceville to finish.  All branch members welcome as well.

· April 15th – Branch Field Day, Clay Shoot & Dinner
10.00AM 
Te Parae for morning farm visit
12.30PM 
Lunch at Te Parae Homestead, sponsored by the Branch
1.30PM 
Continue farm visit
3.30PM 
Clay shoot at Te Parae as a warm up for the duck shooting season.  Guns, ammo

and coaching supplied.  Small charge to cover costs.


6.00PM 
Adjourn to Gladstone Inn for Buffet meal at $28.00 and some TUI!!

Please let Rachael know by April 5th if you are coming along so that lunch and dinner numbers, etc can be confirmed.

· May 5th, 2003 (Monday) – BRANCH AGM
Gladstone Inn, Gladstone, 7.30pm.  

Tony Pearse, Producer Manager for DINZ will be in attendance and if you haven’t met him before, it will be well worth coming along.  Also the Johnes Research Group will be doing a SHORT presentation and prospective NZDFA Executive Committee or SAP candidates may be in attendance as well.

· 12th – 15th June (Thursday – Sunday) – Trip to Field Days at Mystery Creek
Members of the committee were keen to visit the National Field Days at Mystery Creek in Hamilton, so the following has been organised.

Thursday, June, 12th – A minibus or cars will leave Masterton at 5pm and accommodation has been booked at Camelia Court in Taupo for the first night

Friday, June 13th – travel to the Field Days from Taupo, early start to be there by mid-morning, spend the day there.  Accommodation has been booked at Clifton Court in Tokoroa for the night – this was as close as we could get to Hamilton!!

Saturday, June 14th – back to the Field Days for those that want.  Anyone not wanting to do a second day, can take the minibus or a car for the day.  Accommodation has been booked at Tokaanu Lodge Motel for the night.

Sunday, June 15th – return to Masterton for lunch time.

Costs for the whole trip, assuming twin share will be just under $150 for accommodation and to get into the Field Days for two days, plus meals.  The Branch will be sponsoring the travel costs.

Numbers are LIMITED to twelve only on a first come, first served basis, so if you want to go, BE QUICK

· 11th August (Monday evening) 7.30pm – Tony Pearse, Producer Executive
Tony offered to come and talk to the Branch one evening (mid August).  We have booked him to come along on August 11th and he will be talking about AI and Deer Nutrition.  Tony has many years’ experience in a wide range of deer areas, gained in the time that he was with Invermay in Dunedin.

· 11th October (Saturday) 2.30PM – Tui Treasure Trail – Part II 
Departing and (hopefully) returning to the Gladstone Inn!!!

For those of you who completed PART I – you will know that the “girls” organising it carried out a massive operation in mis-direction.  The “boys” have now taken on the challenge and PART II will be on a Saturday afternoon, hoping that everyone will find their way back to the Gladstone Inn for a light tea!

· 13th December (Saturday)  – Branch Day
This will combine the velvet competition, stag walk and Branch Christmas BBQ, more details nearer the time.

4. Meeting Dates for 2003

Below are the Branch meeting dates for 2003, these are basically committee meetings but all members are more than welcome at any of them.  Meetings usually last about 1½ hours and the conversation in the bar afterwards lasts for about 2 hours!  All meetings are at the Gladstone Inn, Gladstone at 7.30pm unless stated.

· Monday, May 5th, 7.00pm (prior to the AGM)

· Monday, July 14th

· Monday, September 13th

· Monday, November 15th 

5. Date of Next Meeting

Monday May 5th – BRANCH AGM at Gladstone Inn, Gladstone at 7.30pm – all welcome.
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