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1. From the Chairman’s Pen

Welcome to the spring edition of our newsletter.  As most of you will be aware, Andrew and Rachael Mitchell have sold their farm at Taratahi and moved to Rotorua.  As a consequence, they have resigned their positions with the Wairarapa Branch of the NZ Deer Farmers Association.  We are sorry to lose them as local members and will miss their enthusiastic input into our activities.  However, we are pleased to see them pursuing their goals and wish them well for the future.

The Branch positions left vacant as a result were filled at the recent Special General Meeting and are as follows:

Chairman

Neil Cameron

Secretary

Ann Allen/Louise Walker

Treasurer
`
Mike Allen

Committee
Tony Bayliss, Chris Bunny, Viv Bunny, Bobbie O'Hara, Guy Williams,




Rodger Wood

Please feel free to contact any of the above members if you have any comments or suggestions about the running of our local association.  Your input will be appreciated.

2.
Branch Day - Velvet Competition and Stag Walk - Saturday December 13, 2003
This year, entry to the competition will be FREE!   However it is restricted to financial members only of the Wairarapa Branch of the NZDFA.  We would like to involve as many branch members as possible at all levels of the competition.  This year's event will be run on a similar format to last year's informal Branch event.  At the conclusion of the velvet competition viewing and stag walk, there will be a bbq kindly hosted by Tony Bayliss. 

This year there will only be one stud to visit - Westbush Deer Stud. -  Alan Griffin's deer will be available for viewing from 4.00pm to 5.00pm.  During this time there will also be an opportunity to view the velvet entered into the Wairarapa Branch Velvet competition, in the cool room at Westbush Deer Stud.  

Thankyou to our sponsors who make this competition possible.

Dave Anderson Motorcycle and Marine

Sharpes Stock Feeds Limited

South Wairarapa Veterinary Services

Wrightsons Masterton

Goldpine

Competition entry forms are available from Ann Allen.  Phone 06 372 7706.   The velvet must be lodged with the Wrightson Velvet Pool, no later than midday Wednesday December 10th 2003.  The velvet must be clearly marked as being for the Wairarapa Branch Velvet Competition.  Any velvet without GIB tags will be unacceptable and declared invalid.

Completed entry forms must be received no later than Tuesday December 9th.

BYO BBQ - From 5.30pm.  Hosted by Tony Bayliss and Louise Walker "Ngahere" Fire No. 17 Te Wharau/Tepurupuru Road, approximately 6kms up from the Gladstone/Masterton Road. On the left just after the Puketiro Road turnoff.   Please bring a plate and bottle.

3.
John & Marie Spiers, FIELD DAY - Monday November 3rd, 2003


National Livestock Limited are hosting the field day at Maranoa Deer Farm, Takapau.

The property is signposted from the Takapau turnoff.   The programme begins at 1.30pm..  If you are interested in travelling with a group please contact Ann Allen.

4.
2-Year Old Velvet Competition - February 2004
Details of the National 2-Year Old Velvet Competition and Branch Challenge will be included in a later newsletter.  Meantime, any enquiries should be addressed to Guy Williams.

5.
Tui Trail (Orientation - Car Rally

Quote - "There are no shortcuts to any place worth going! " and because your new committee needs time to rebuild and familiarise itself with running such events we have decided to postpone the rally for this year.

6.
Chronic Wasting Disease.

As requested in our previous newsletter, international protocol required us to submit to the vets three hundred fresh brains from those animals 2years old and exhibiting signs of wasting or erratic behaviour.  The year for review ended in September and  an informal count suggests that 81 samples from throughout New Zealand were received. No Wairarapa figures are yet available. However -we will update you as more information comes to hand, but in the meantime thankyou to those of you who assisted.

7.
Branch Events for 2004

Your committee are in planning mode and would welcome your feedback regarding suggested activities for the coming year.  PLEASE support us!  

Current ideas are:

Hawke's Bay visit. - A day or weekend trip incorporating farm visits and Richmond processing plant.

Massey University laboratory trip

8.
People News
Rachael and Andrew Mitchell - now reside at:

540 Poutakataka Road,

RD1,

Rotorua

Phone: 07 333 2151

and would be thrilled to hear from branch members who are travelling through the area.  

Rodway Park Sale

Rachael and Andrew advise that their sale will be held on Thursday January 8th and they will be having a good old knees up in the evening for a farm warming party.  All welcome - tents/motels needed!!   For information about accommodation in the area, phone Rachael 07 333 2151.

9.
Newsletter Distribution
We have the ability to email this newsletter to you.  If this is your preference, rather than receiving a mailed hard copy, please email Ann Allen at allens@wise.net.nz  today so that this will take effect immediately.
10.
Diary Update


8th January 2004 - West Bush Stag Sale

11.
Meeting Dates and Venue:
Next Meeting:  Monday November 17th.  7.30 p.m.

Venue:  Gladstone Inn, Gladstone, 7.30pm

All members are welcome to attend these committee meetings.  The meetings generally only take about an hour, are often preceded by a quick meal, and followed by a good deer industry catch up over a drink.  It's a great chance to keep in touch with your fellow

members.
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